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Appendix D. Resources on the Web (and Elsewhere)
If it's in print, it's out of date.
—Dave Thomas

This is a listing of resources related to Ruby. This list will quickly grow out of date, but
right now Ruby is new enough that we want to make you aware of what's out there.

We've also added some additional programming books of a broader perspective. These
deal with more general topics, such as modern perspectives on design and programming
(and as such will remain important for a few years).

Web Page for This Book

URL: http://samspublishing.com/

The Web page for The Ruby Way has mainly two items of use to the reader. Every code
fragment of significant length can be found there, so you won't have to type them in; and
there is also an errata section for the errors that have crept in despite our best efforts.

For those who don't already own the book, there is also a sample chapter for preview
purposes.

Web Resources for Ruby

There are too many Ruby sites to list here. We will only cover some of the more important
ones. (In any case, there is an irony in producing a printed guide to an online medium.
Always do a Web search for the latest information.)

www.ruby-lang.org

This is the master site, the actual home page of the Ruby language. Source downloads, CVS
access, and bug tracking access can all be found here. All the latest news can be obtained
here, and this site may have the shortest average path to all other Ruby sites.

www.rubycentral.com

This is another important source of information for Ruby developers. Highlights include
articles, links, and downloads (including the "one-click" Windows installer). Also found
here is the full text of the book Programming Ruby by Thomas and Hunt (readable online
as well as downloadable).
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www.rubygarden.org

An excellent source of news and information, including a list of all open RCRs (Ruby
Change Requests). For those who like wikis, there is an ever-expanding wiki here,
containing (among other things) a Ruby Style Guide.

www.ruby-talk.org
This very useful site holds the archives for the English ruby-talk mailing list.

www.rubyhacker.com

The author's Web site, always a work in progress.

www.rubymine.org

A good "front end" for Ruby news and information, often summarizing and encapsulating
what is found elsewhere.

www.rubycookbook.org

This site contains a number of Ruby "recipes" for various tasks. It is similar in spirit to this
book, but it evolved completely independently.

www.ruby.ch

The "Ruby Channel" created by Clemens Wyss. This includes a "live" version of the book
Programming Ruby (with executable examples in the browser); it also includes a good
tutorial and a Web-based Ruby interpreter. The content is available in English and
German.

www.rubycode.com
Guy Hurst's Ruby page: News, links, and more.

www.rubycolor.org
Another Ruby portal, this one in Japanese only.

WWwwo02.s0-net.ne.jp/~greentea/ruby/

A page with many useful scripts, brought to us by someone we know only as greentea.
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Mailing Lists and Newsgroups

At the present time, there is one definitive Ruby newsgroup and several mailing lists. As
the community grows, some of these may split into more specialized groups. Many of the
existing ones are in Japanese only, and there are also lists in German and French.

comp.lang.ruby

This is the primary newsgroup for the Ruby language. The Japanese language group
fj.comp.lang.ruby appears to exist still, but has very little traffic.

ruby-talk

This is the main English language mailing list for general Ruby-related matters. At the
present time, it is mirrored with the newsgroup in both directions. This was not always the
case, especially because the list is older than the newsgroup. For instructions on joining
the list, visit the Ruby home page (www.ruby-lang.org).

ruby-cvs

If you really need to know about changes in Ruby on a daily basis, you can subscribe to the
CVS Commit list (requests go to ruby-cvs-ctl@ruby-lang.org).

Japanese Mailing Lists

If you speak Japanese, you may want to know about the following four lists:
- ruby-list (the main Japanese-language list)
- ruby-dev (the list for developers working on Ruby)

- ruby-ext (the mailing list for extension developers)
- ruby-math (the mailing list for mathematical topics)

Other Mailing Lists

There are two other lists that we know of. By the time you read this, there will be more, so
do a Web search.

 German list (visit www.home.unix-ag.org/tjabo/ruby/index.php3)
- French list (send request to ruby-fr-ctl@ruby-lang.orgq)

Ruby on IRC

There are at least three places on the Net to chat with other Rubyists. The ones we know
of are as follows:
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« OpenProjects: #ruby-lang
« IRCNet: #ruby-lang
- EFNet: #ruby

Other Ruby Books

There aren't many Ruby books as of September 2001. With the exception of Programming
Ruby, all of the following titles have yet to be published as of the writing of this book. We
trust there will be more soon.

» Programming Ruby, Dave Thomas and Andy Hunt. Addison-Wesley, 2000.The first
Ruby book in English, sometimes known as the "Pickaxe Book" because it has a pickaxe
and some ruby gems on the cover. At the time of this writing, this is the "bible" for Ruby
programmers, and it will continue to be used in the future for its excellent tutorial value
and reference value.

» Ruby in a Nutshell, Yukihiro Matsumoto. O'Reilly and Associates, 2001. A Ruby book
from Matz himself—a translation of the Japanese Ruby Pocket Reference; sure to be a
valuable resource.

» The Ruby Programming Language, Yukihiro Matsumoto. Addison-Wesley Professional,
2002.Another book from the creator of Ruby. This is slated to be more than twice the length
of Ruby Essentials, giving room for more examples and discussion.

« Teach Yourself Ruby in 21 Days, Mark Slagell . SAMS Publishing, 2001.This book is
targeted for beginners who want to pick up Ruby quickly.

» The Ruby Developer's Guide, Michael Neumann. Syngress Media, Inc., 2001.The author
is known to be a significant contributor to the Ruby community.

Other Recommended Books

As it says in the Bible (the real one, not the Pickaxe Book): "Wisdom is more precious than
rubies" (Prov 3:13). Many of the important truths we have learned in the computing world
in the last few decades are language-independent. We've listed here a number of books not
strictly related to Ruby that may still be of immense value to the Ruby programmer.

* Refactoring, Martin Fowler . Addison-Wesley, 1999.This is one of those modern classics.
The author in this book offers a set of mental tools for untangling spaghetti code and
making incremental improvements in program logic and structure. Any programmer can
benefit from this book.
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« Design Patterns, Erich, Gamma, et al. Addison-Wesley, 1995. This is the book by the
"Gang of Four" that everyone has been talking about. Programmers have tended in the
past to strive for code reusability more than design reusability; but this book has helped
change that trend by taking a new look at program design at a high level of abstraction.

» The Pragmatic Programmer, Andy Hunt and Dave Thomas. Addison-Wesley, 2000.This
is one of the more practical and thought-provoking books of the last few years, offering
keen insights and useful advice relating to the design, coding, and testing of software. The
authors also wrote the Pickaxe Book.

« Object-Oriented Software Construction 2nd Ed., Bertrand Meyer. Prentice Hall,
2000.This book was written by the creator of the Eiffel language, and the code in the
examples is Eiffel. However, the explanation and discussion of OOP is of the very highest
quality, and the principles that are taught are applicable to any OOP language. This book
also explores the concept of Design by Contract (DBC), which is a powerful technique for
improving code reliability.

» Extreme Programming Explained, Kent Beck. Addison-Wesley, 1999.The XP movement
(unrelated, we stress, to Microsoft's forthcoming product) continues to gain momentum.
This is one of a series of books outlining the philosophy of Extreme Programming and its
no-nonsense test-first approach.

 Learning Perl/Tk, Nancy Walsh and Linda Mui. O'Reilly and Assoc., 1999.We mention
this book because the Perl interface to Tk is similar to Ruby's. Until there is a real Ruby/
Tk book, this is probably the closest you can get to one.

 The Art of Computer Programming, Donald Knuth. Addison-Wesley, 1998.This multi-
volume work may have passed from "classic" into "legend" status by now. Much of it you
will never use, but if you are a programmer, you should certainly own it. It will pay for
itself.

» Mastering Regular Expressions, Jeffrey Friedl. O'Reilly and Assoc., 1997. This is
probably the definitive work on regular expressions. If you want to gain a deeper
understanding, get more practice, and understand some of the underlying theory, get this
book.

 The Tao of Programming, Geoffrey James. Info Books, 1986.This book is priceless. It's
intended to be a humorous look at programmers and computing, couched in the language
of Eastern mysticism. However, you may find that some of the humor falls a little too close
to home; and you may even gain some insight into your fellow programmers (or yourself).

» The New Hacker's Dictionary, Eric S. Raymond. MIT Press, 1996.This is more light
reading, and yet it's deeper than that. Far from being just the work of one man, this book
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draws on multiple traditions of computing history, culture, and folklore. You won't learn
any programming here, but you will be enlightened, entertained, and inspired. If you
consider yourself a hacker in the classic sense of the word, you need this book.
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